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At a Court of  Lieutenancy hed at the 
_ Guildhall, London, on . edneſ- 
"day, the 29th day -of November, 
1797. . 


Sm William Herne ſtated to the Court that 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor had 


received a letter from bis Grace the Duke of 


Portland, informing his Lordſhip of his Majefty's 
intention of coming to the Cathedral Churett of 


St. Paul, on Tueſday, the 19th day of December 


7 


next, to return thanks to Almighty God for the 
ſucceſs of the Britiſh arms, whereupon a motion was 
made and feconded, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to confer with the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor reſpecting thed iſpoſition ofthe Military 
Force of this "uy on that day, "Ig that the ſaid 


— 


"i FE Committee 


* 
X 


. 


Fin K NN 


"Commits 46 report to this Court their opinidn 

as to what ſteps. it may be expedient for his 
Majeſty s Lieutenants to take on the oceaſion ; 
which, upon the queſtion being put, paſſed 1 in the 
| affirmative. Lg 175 4 


RESOLVED, . 33K Wh" 
That the ſaid . do conſiſt of 


| Colonel, N ewnbam, Lieutenant- Colonel Wilſon, 
Alexander Aubert, Thomas Turquand, William 
Porter, Henry Jackſon, Anthony Geledneki, 


Richard Puller, Matthews Beachcroft, and Randle 


Jackſon, Eſqrs. and that they be empowered | to 
meet at ſuch times and places as they ſhall think 
proper, and to adopt ſuch meaſures as they may 
think the purpoſe of their appointment requires. 


ORDERED, 
That the Clerk of this Court FA tranſ- 
mit a copy of the foregoing reſolutions to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, with an inti- 
mation that the ſaid Committee will have the 
honour to wait on his Lordſhip when his Lordſhip 
8 al expreſs a wiſh to ſee them. 4 
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Wedneſday, 
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rekt i 6 y December, 597. | 
3 appointed at the 
kft Court to conſider what ſteps it may be neceſ- 
fary for this Court to take on his Majeſty's com 


to St. Paul's on the roth inſtant, was preſented by 
n Eſq. and read as follows, viz. 


| To the Right Honourable the Lad . 
Mayor, Aldermen, aud the ref 
E his Majeſty's Commiſſioners 
f Lieureuancy for the * of 

We, whoſe names are hereunto „ fubſeribed, 
being of a Committee of Lieutenancy appointed 
by an order of this honourable Court, bearing 
date the 29th. of November laſt, bs confider 
what. ſteps .it may. be neceſſary for this Court to 
take on his Majefly's coming to St. Paul's on 
the 19th inſt, being the day appointed by his 
Majeſty for a public thaukſgiving to Almrghty 
| God tor the ſucceſs of the Britiſh Arms 


4. 5 


DO REPORT, 
That they have Kurched the Records 


of this Court, as far back as the year 1660, for 
. precedents 


: . 3 *1 p "IJ 
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" and the. fieps. taken, by his Majeſty's Com- 1 
miſſioners of Lieutenancy, on the occaſion of 
their Majeſties the, Kings and Queens of Eng- 
land coming publicly- into the city; and that it 
appears to them that, upon all ſuch occaſions, 
the Court of Lieutenancy has, immediatelß 
on being informed of ſuch gracious intention, 
taken order for the protection of the royal | 
| perſon, "and for the preſervation of the public 
Peace, by the military force of the city of 
London. That they have called out all or 
part of the ſame, both horſe and foot, accord- 
5 ing to their diſcretion, and appointed them to 
ſuch poſts and ſtations, and fixed upon ſuch 
periods of relief, and given ſuch orders, and 
made ſuch general military arrangements, as 
the W and their 55 ſeemed to NN ; 


And it aber appears, particularly by the 
entries of Odober 1697, and 16th September 
1714, that, for the better ſettling the means 


for rendering the King all poſſible honour, as 
well as for preſerving the reſpect. due to the be 


c | | military 


um 1 the 1 e 2 | 


— fares. of this 80 that Commis : 
of this honourablezCourt- have been appointed 
to confer. with the Committee of Aldermen, « and 
with. aden dean ae "I 
man beter appears, „ hd Feb 
W 792, is the following minute, viz... >. 
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„This Court, taking into conſideration her 
« «/ Majeſty's: royal intention of coming to the 
« cathedral church of Saint Paul on Thurſday.” 
next, being the day appointed by her Majeſty for 
a public thankſgiving for the great and'glotious 
ſucceſſes of her Majeſty's fleet and armies, doth, 
for the ſafety of her Majeſty's perſon on that 
« Occaſion, and ſecuring the public peace, think 
_ « fit and order that the Blue and Green Regi- 

ments be raiſed, and be on the guard to-mot- 


“ row morning by ſeven of the clock; and that | 


« they be placed, by the officers of their reſpective 
« regiments, in good order on each ſide of Fleet- 
IM ſtreet, ſo far as they will extend from Temple- 
1 Bar towards Ludgate, and from thence to St. 
ods! Paul's church, and continue ſo placed until 

LY | CO her 


WF 
4 : 
N 5 
A* . 1 N F . * 
1 72 . 5 8 . 
. 3 | | 4 g , 
* 7 *. 4 x j 
7 6 5 e 
* 
/ ; 


TY Majeſty "Kult s by her 6 the 6 
e church; and that they remain ſo placed, and 
4 do attend her Majeſty's return out of this eity. 
« And it is further ordered, that the ſeveral com- 
“ manders of the faid reſpective regiments do 
take care that all the ſoldiers be completely 


c armed, and that the rolls of their ſeveral com - 
cc panies be carefully called over at the uſual 


I «parades of each reſpective regiment ; and that 
both the faid regiments be then muſtered by 
the muſter-maſter of this city, and that the 
names of all dcfaulters be returned to her 
e Majefly's Commiffioners af Lieutenancy. 
And further, the ſeveral officers of each reſpece 
tive regiment are to take care that, to the utmoſt 

of their power, they keep the peace, and appre- 
hend and take into cuſtody all ſuch perſons as 
„ ſhall be guilty of the breach thereof, and deliver 
them unto ſome conſtable or other officer hav- 

« ing legal authority in that behalf, to the end 

< they may be dealt withal according to law. 
And it is further ordered, that after her Majeſty 

- & ſhall be returned, that, from that time, one 
company of each regiment do remain in arms 
4 « and 
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| «and keep! 3 e then be 
Exchange and the her at Bridowell—till twelve 
= of th lat ate. eg 91A ock 1 
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And it alfo pen that ſimilar orders were 
given — of the like occaſions. | 
3; oc Fa cine 
bur Committee not Baring yet had any 
conference with the Lord Mayor, or any Com- 
mittee of the Corporation of London, content 
| themſelves at preſent "with offering to this | 
EE e N 
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Guildhall, e + "Bp 
7 er 757 (Signed). ey 
„ ' PULLER 


AY. GELEDNEKI 
MAT. BEACHCROFT 
WM. PORTER _ 
RANDLE JACKSON. 
Ded dH MATT. WILSON 
| THOS. TURQUAND 
HENRY JACKSON. 


After 
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Aſter che reading: of TIO mbtion-was. 
SW That a copy thereof be ſent 


-to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, with a 


requeſt that the ſaid Committee appointed by this 
Court may have a conference on the ſubject with 
his Lordſhip, and ſuch other Magiſtrates as his 
Lordſhip may appoint for that purpoſe; and 


upon the queſtion being put, the ſame paſſed 1 in the 


n. | A yantr | 


00 — "Y I 325 * of 8 1797. | 
A "a report from the Committee appointed 


to conſider what ſteps it may be neceſſary for this 
Court to take on his Majeſty's. coming to St. 


Paul's, was preſented by Richard Puller, Eſq. 


and read as follows, viz. 


To the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and the reſt 
of his Majeſty's Commiſſioners of 
Lieutenancy for the City of 
London. 
we „whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
deing. of a Committee of Lieutenancy appointed 
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by! d Hondurable Court; beating . 
date the 29th day of November laſt, to con- 


ider whit ſteps it may be neceſſary for” this 


Court to take, on his Majeſty's coming to St. 
Paul's on the 19th inſt. being the day appointed 
by his Majeſty for a Public Thankſgiving to 
Almighty God for the ſucceſs of the Britiſh 
Arms, 0 


DO REPORT, | | 

That the Right Honea Toad | 
Mayor having appointed to confer with; your 

Committee on the Sth inſt. at the Manſion / 
Houſe, your Committee waited accordingly on 

his Lordſhip. Your Committee firſt notified 
to his Lordſhip the ſtrength of the Eaſt 
Regiment, and ſubmitted to his Lordſhip the 
propriety - of applying to his Royal Highneſs * 
the Commander in Chief, to order the Weſt 


Regiment to return to London on the 19th * 


inſt. and to mount guard on that day. His 
- Lordſhip agreed in that opinion, and politely | 
offered to apply to his Royal Highneſs, in the 
name of this Court; for that purpoſe. 
ww 8 3 
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Toke! Oebimittes then Ka to ſtate to 
lis Lordſhip the reſult of their reſearches into 
the precedents. of this Honourable Court, from - | 
the year 1660 to the year 1789, reſpecting the 
conduct of this Honourable" Court on occafions 
of the Kings and on: of England coming 
h publicly into the City, viz via: That it appeared 
to your Committee, that his Majeſty's Com- 
miſſioners had uniformly, during this long 
period of time, directed the whole military 
force employed in the City on ſuch occaſions; 
That conferences had ſometimes taken place 
between Committees of the Court of Alder- 
men, and Committees of this Court, upon 
ſuch occaſions; That the military part of ſuch 
arrangements, as were then agreed upon, had 
always been executed by the Commiſſioners 1 
That your Committee, underſtanding that his 
Lordſhip meant to call in other force in addition 
to the London Militia, ſtated, that your Com- 
mittee apprehended that, according to analogy 
to all the precedents during the above period, 
except in the year 1789, it was the province of 
bis I 
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| OL ITE: old e des 4 nt 
— „That, with. b to the London Milits, 
your Committee were decidedly of opinion, 
that their ſole command always had and, of | 
right, ought to be inveſted in his Majeſty's 
Commiſſioners; That your Committee felt it 
tübeir duty to declare, that the London Militia, 
being the conſtitutional and proper force of 
the City of London, were entitled to take rank 
and precedency over any other military force, 
not being troops of the line, and ought to be 
ſtationed accordingly. His Lordſhip was pleaſed 
to anſwer generally, that he would ſtate the ſen- 
timents of your Committee to his Brethren, the 
Aldermen, and that this Honourable Court ſhould 
bear further from him ; but his Lordſhip at ; 
the ſame time intimated it as his opinion, that 
the Commiſſioners of Lieutenancy had no kind 
of authority or controul over ſuch other force as 
he might think proper to call in, and that he 
had even authority to ſtation the London Mili- 


ik according to his diſcretion ; but, at the 
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Hide wine, his | Lordthip aura: che Committony 


that, in affigning thoſe ſtations, he ſhould con- 
ſult the honour of the London Militia. 


| Your Committee, being very anxious to offer 


all poflible information to this Court upon ſo 


important a ſubject as the eſtabliſhing a prece- 


* - dent which might be found hereafter to affect 


the rights of his Majeſty's Royal Prerogative, 


'as well as the honour of the Military Force of 
the Citizens of London, requeſted Mr. Jack» 


fon, the ſtanding Counſel to this Court, to take 
the whole ſubject into his conſideration, and to 
report his opinion fully upon the ſame; which 
opinion your Committee annex to this report, 


defiring to refer this Honourable Court to the 
ſame. 


All which your Committee * to this 
Honourable Court. 7 
Guildhall, Dec. 13, 1797. Signed) * 
R. PULLER 
WM. PORTER 
AY. GELEDNEKI 
HENRY JACKSON 
THOS. TURQUAND 
„„ - MATT. WILSOS i 
APES cy ALEX. AUBERT. Wa, 
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queſtion as of great importance to the Court, with 
reſpect to the precedent which their conduct on the 


_ occaſion will undoubtedly eſtabliſh, I have felt it my 
duty to give the ſubject the moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration, and have endeavoured to qualify myſelf to 
judge of it, by an induſtrious ſearch among the 
records of this Court, from the earlieſt date in its 


poſſeſſion; among thoſe hiſtorical facts which 
relate to the London Militia during a period of 
near two hundred years, and conſulting, at the 
ſame time, ſuch official documents of the Courts 
of Aldermen and Common Council as I happen 


to be in poſſeſſion of, extracted from various 


publications. 


I have always regarded the duty of his Majeſty's 


Commiltioners of Lieutenancy of London, as 


compriſed in two propoſitions ; ; namely, That 
they are appointed ta regulate, direct, and govern 


the military force of the City of London. in ſuch 
manner as ſhall be conſiſtent with the royal pre- 
rogative 


$ 


we 


 rogative or rights of the eign, and with thoſe 955 
uhr, and privileges which the Citizens of London 
| have immemorially enjoyed, and' which have not | 
been revoked by the Sovereign (the acknowledged 
head of every. deſcription of military force em- 
had in theſe kingdoms, or in any of the Britiſh 
e or by any act of the Legiſlature. 


The court may find it more convenient if 1 | 
divide the queſtion into baut heads of conſide- 


ration. " 3 * 


Fier Wit has been thi conduct pur- 
ſued by this Court upon formei occa- 
ſions of the Kings and Queens of 
England coming 29 75 . into the 
City of London. 


SzconDLY—What ought to be the con- 

duct of this Court reſpecting that | 

regiment, which according to the 
directions of the late act 36 Geo. III. 
c. 92, $ 40.) muſt remain in the City 
of London, or the liberties and ſuburbs 
thereof, for the defence of the ſaid 
City, its liberties, and ſuburbs. 


TurppLy 


* 
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| Tw1npLy—As to that 3 which by 75 
N the ſame act is put under a General | 8 
eee —And 


b rr to W. additional troops CR 
SM armed force as the Chief Magiſtrate 
| may apply for, or his Majeſty may 
command into the City on that oeca- 
ion, not being any part of the City's. 
own een force. 


With reſpect to the firſt queſtion, VIZ, as to 
the conduct of this Court on former ſimilar occa- 
Bons? it ſeems obvious, from more than twenty 
precedents between the Reſtoration in Naw year 
1660, and the Royal Viſit in 1789, that a ſtrict 
and cordial underſtanding has ſubſiſted between 
this Court and the Magiſtracy of London reſpect 
ing the meaſures to be taken on ſuch occaſions ; 
there is no inſtance of the contrary, and this 
underſtanding ſeems to have ariſen from the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen being members of this 
Court, undoubtedly therein debating and ſettling 
the general arrangement. In ſome inſtances it 


289« „ 
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5 ſcams. that. a Committee 2  Lieutenancy was. 


ordered to confer with a Committee of Aldermen, = 


and this appears 10 have produced the ſame 

reſult, namely, that the general arrangement was 
underſtood and ſettled between the Magiſtracy 
and this Court, the civil part being left to the 


Magiſtracy, to whom all offenders were immedi- 


ately brought, to be dealt with by the Lori 


Mayor or other Juſtices of the City; but the 


whole military part of the arrangement left totally 
and entirely to the King's Lieutenants, who gave 


their abſolute, imperative, and uncontrouled 
orders to both horſe and foot, aſſigned them their 


ſtations during the proceſſion, appointed them | 


afterwards to a variety of poſts i in different parts of 

| the metropolis, and fixed the periods of their 
5 relief, which ſeldom took place until the following 
De: | | . 


An inſtance of a conference with a Conimittee 


of Aldermen appears in October 1697, on King 


William's paſſing through the City, on bis return 
from Flanders; ſuch ſpecial conferences were, 


perhaps, conſidered ſuperfluous, from the nature 75 


| "I * 3 | 
of the Court 1 in which generally 


N A: EI * of the Aldermen” hack 


> "Py n a di lud ute 
* en ex Rt e en e 2H] n 
- The aniform det the eee this 
Gn That for the ſafety of his Majeſty's 
. perſon (on the occaſion), and for ſecuring the 
| « public peace, this Court thinks fit "and orders} 
that xc.“ going on to name the regiments to 
be called out, and to appoint the ſtations 
: which they were to occupy. Theſe orders were 
afterwards.given out, under warrant of this Court, 
to the Major-General. of the City's forces, or to 
the inferior officers of the cavalry or. infantry, as 
the caſe zequired. It appears that this Court held 
frequent previous conſultations with their own 
military officers upon ſuch occaſions; that theß 
gave general orders reſpecting the preſervation of 
the peace, ſuch as preventing the paſſing of car- 
riages, &c.; and I obſerve that among the 
orders upon the King's entrance at his teſtoration, 
after aſſigning the various ſtations in the uſual 


mode, this Court gives the following order, vi. 


Ordered, . That the Colonels of the Trained 
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e, Band: give orders te the 8 wy 
« under their command, on Tueſday hext, being 
the day appointed for his Majeſty' s paſſing through | 
« this his City, not to diſcharge any muſket, &c. 
% under pain of death, and not to fire till the King's 
« troops: have fired, from Whitehall to Temple 
« Bar, and then in order.“ The ſtations on this 


| occaſion were fixed by the Court, with the advice 


G0 the Lord-General ; and it nenn 
obſerve, that it appears, by ah entry 2d July, " 
that the military poſts were Temple Bar, Moor- 
gate, the Royal Exchange, and ne, & * 

others; amongſt. which it appears, by a ſuble· 
quent entry, that one was at the entrahee into 
Saint Paul's Church. It is to be obſerved; how- 
ever, that during this period, between [1669 and 
1789, there appears one inſtance, namely, in 
April 1789, in which this Court reſolved to put 
four regiments under the orders of the Lord 
Mayor on the occafion of his preſent Majeſty's 
coming to St. Paul's, without reſerving; any con- 
troul or direction to themſelves. Of the legality 
olf ſuch a reſolution I ſhall hereafter Peak: it is 
_ here to fay, that a ſingle inſtance of this 
| 4 5 15 kind, 


| | ancient and eſtabliſhed uſage, ” 


1 Mc" 19-] 
| Kind, oppoſed to twenty contrary” and iis 
| precedents, throughout ſo conſiderable a period of 
time, kan dvd what has bees the 
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Nd 03 * 
If, however, the preſent Chief Maſiftat for 
reaſons/which I have neither the right nor the in- 


clination to queſtion the wiſdom or the'propricty = 
of, thinks ds to decline introduing's Commllttge = 


of this Court to a conference with 4 Commmtteb of 


any part of the Corporation of London, us on 

former occaſions, but elaims a fight, as I under. 
ſtand he does, in his own perſon as Lord Mayor, 
not only to call what additional military force he 
thinks proper into the City of London, but to 
take upon bimſelf the exclufive command of it in 
every reſpe&, without conſultation or co-operation 
with this Court, and even the right of ordering 
out, of commanding, ftationing, and directing 
the London Militia,” without reference to the 
authority or opinion of the Court of Lieutenancy'y- 

it then only remains ſor the Commiſſioners = 
to conſider, -how *they ſhall beſt conduct tilem- 
; R towards his Majeſty, whoſe military repre- 
1 1 ſentati ves 


8 1 0 108 | 
res hpi are emphatically deſcribed to be 8 


* in law; towards the Citizens of London, with 


whoſe military privileges they are entruſted and 
with reſpect to their own an as * reſpon- 
ſible to both. 
1 know not- how to arrive at + dete eden 
8 than by conſidering * remaining three 
queſſions; but as the third and fourth are not 
only much eaſier to diſpoſe of, but much leſs 
important to this Court than the ſecond, I will 
conſider them in an inverſe order, and take the 
fourth next, which reſpects ſuch additional troops, 
or armed force, as the Lord Mayor may apply for, 
or his Majeſty command to enter and guard the 
City on the occaſion in queſtion. With reſpect 
to the latter part of the propoſition, I ſee no dif- 
ference between the King's ordering in volunteer 
corps, bearing his commiſſion, or troops of the 
line ; but as I know of no inſtance of his Majeſty's 
having ordered the latter, unleſs at the inſtance or 
by the requeſt of the Chief Magiſtrate, I ſhall not 
ſuppoſe it likely to happen in the preſent inſtance, 


With 


6 


1 4 1 


— inci 46/60 Kal? OY 
INNER nen ee 
ler cps da) bn th nat Mili. 


Lit ate and, i eh 0 WW 


| precedents which I have alluded to, through fo 


long a period of time, ſeem to ſay; that the King's 
military repreſentatives in the City ſhould com- 
mand ſuch force as he allows on ſuch occaſioms to 
take ſtation therein, at the requeſt of the Lord 
Mayor or otherwiſe, unleſs where his Majeſty (as 
has been ſometimes the caſe during the reign of 
Charles the Second, and ſucceeding Sovereigns) 
is pleaſed. to give eſpecial orders through the Com- 
mander in Chief of his Forces. 1- ſhould have 

been of that opinion, had I found no direct pre- 
cedents, but 1 think there are ſome: e e 
to be deciſive on that — o 


*% . 
| . 


It 8 an entry 1 atk March, 1659, that 
« his Excellency, the Lord-General, coming this day 
to the Commiſſioners, expreſſed a very kind accep- 
* tation of the City's election of him to be Major - 
3 | General 


" 
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hs — 0 appears that 0 the — 


ral commanded the avenues to be ſtrictly guarded, 


and that frequent conferences took place between 
this Court and the Commiſſioners of Militia for 
Weſtminſter, the Borough of Southwark; and the 
Tower Hamlets, deſpecting the aus guard; part of 
which force, it is fair to preſume, (particularly the 
latter corps) muſt have been ſtationed within the 


ſuburbs. and liberties of the City at leaſt. No 


trace appears of any interference on the part of 
the. Civil Magiſtrate in theſe militaty artange- 
ments; but the Lord - General communicated 
with the Lievtenancy of London direct, and, as 
appears in ſome inſtances, by his expteſs recom- 
mendation, they communicated with the neigh- 
bouring Commiſſioners for onecommon purpoſe 
But this, it may be ſaid, was in the time of the 
Commonvealth.—Let. us e then, to Mo- 
| "_ 


In 


AF ee e Ps nde of . ane in 


4 - 3 Bec: 
to May, (66a the pared. of the retiration is 
confetence took place between the Commiliioniets: * 
ol the Licatenancy of London, the Conimiſfionats" 

for Weſtminſter, Southwark, and the Hamlets; 
and, by the appointment gs — con 
. ee e eee 


vitize: ke e Oh at Pied a f 4 + 
I eser appears Pte | | 
On à motion of Mr. Maſcall, in bahalf of the 
« gCompany of Merchant Adventurers, for liberty | 
to dmwout tlieir faid Company on horſeback;! 
« with trumpets founding” after che manner of 4 
« troop, It is granted that they may accordingly” 
march out at his Majeſty's coming into the city, 
2 and meet in the Artillery. Ground, in the meati 
time the n to fit gs W . ice 5 


ail 
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application from the Artillery-Company,' in ſub⸗ 
ſtance as follows: The Artilery-· Company 
« defiring to appear in that capacity on the day of 
< his Majeſty's paſſage through the city, /tis thought 
< ft that they rather appear in their proper com- 

66 N of Trained: Bands.. 10 


Herd 


7 "x 24 J 4 | 
. 1 nb 
made not to the Lord Mayor, but to the Citys 
| Oy Court. Their determination ſheus their 
power: they comply with the requeſt of the Mer- 
chant eee eee that of the Artil- 
lery-Company. Their refuſal. of the latter, to & 
appear as a diftin military body, 1 1s perhaps b | 
accounted for. The Artillery-Company acted 
I under-no military commiſſion, were not ſubje& to 
law-martial, or any kind of military diſcipline -or 
then as now, under a letter of licence, to purſue 
their paſfimes (for ſuch is the term, though they 
are military paſtimes, and highly laudable), and 
were even prohibited from wearing any royal mili- 
| tary uniform—the colours of ſcarlet and purple 
having been forbidden them from their firſt inſti» 
tution under 'Henry the Eighth. Whereas, on 
the other hand, being then moſt of them Officers 
in the Trained Bands, they might: appeas with 
their proper companies in full military uniform. 


Another, and a ſtrong inſtance of the authority 
of this Court in military matters, appears ſo 
: recently 


- 


recently as FRY RY 1714 ; where this Cot 


the Lords Juſtices for an explanation, apprehend= 
ing it muſt be ſome miſtake. It ſhould ſeem that 


'F 25 F 


having obſerved, by the Earl Marſhal's arrange- 
ment of the ceremonials for the King's coming a 


into the city, that a body of the Artillery Com · 
| pany meant to march into the city, headed by ſome 


perſon whom this Court knew not, and who had 
no commiſſion or authority from it. The Com- 


miſſioners appointed a Committee to wait upon 


this Committee ſucceeded with their Lordſhips, | 
as I obſerve, about the ſame date, a refolution, 


that the grenadiers (meaning, I preſume, the 


Artillery Grenadiers) ſhould be headed by Captain 


John Silk, and no other perſon ; and it appears, by 


_ a ſubſequent entry, that a gratuity was ordered by 


this Court to the Artillery Grenadiers for their 


attendance on 1 this ſame occaſion. 


\ 


'Þ rom theſe different inſtances, i it . to me 
to be inconteſtably clear, from facts as well as ana- 
logy, that the King's military repreſentatives in 
the city of London have hitherto exerciſed his 
authority and their diſcretion over all ſuch forces 
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Qs have been therein tdi winleſs whos fuck | 
forces have acted under the eſpecial | orders of the 
Commanders i in Chief. But if the preſent Chief 
Magiſtrate, from a difference of opinion (for his 
high and honourable character forbids any other 
ſuppoſition), ſhall deny to this Court the exerciſe 
of that authority, it is for this Court to judge 
whether they are not called upon, by their duty to 
the King, humbly to repreſent that fact, as well as 
the ancient uſage to which I have referred, in order | 
that his Majeſty may be duly appriſed of the pro- 
poſed alteration in the direction of a Part of his 

forces. 

As to any alteration which may have been made 
in the authority of this Court by the late Act, that 
will, in ſome degree, be conſidered under the two 
remaining queſtions 3 I will only ſay here, that the 
London Militia, as well as his Majeſty's Lieu- 
tenants, who are appointed to direct it, retain 
every part of their ancient privileges and autho- 
rity not expreſsly taken away by that Act. 


[1]. 

I proceed, therefore, to conſider the third quieſ-" 
tion, which is, as to the proper conduct to be 
obſerved by this Court reſpecting the regiment 
which is now placed under a General- Officer of 
his Majeſty's appointing, 1.00 virtue of the Act laſt. 
alluded to, 7 

If I am at all correct in my preceding obſerva- 
tions, the ſolution of this n A oben. 

. 7 | 2 

If his Royal Higbneſs, the Commander in 
Chief, ſhall order that regiment to march into 
London under ſpecific orders, thoſe orders muſt 
ſuperſede all others, If he orders it to return to 
London for the day with only general orders, it 
fals under the direct and abſolute authority of 
the Commiſſioners of Lieutenancy. 


1 have purpoſely reſerved the ſecond queſtion, 
viz ;—* What ought to be the conduct of this 
« Court reſpecting that regiment which, according 
* to the directions of the late Act (36th Geo; III. 
« c. 92. & 40), muſt remain in the City of London, 
by or the ne or ſuburbs thereof, for the defence 
E 2 4 60 of 


1 Fo 


4 of the ſaid City, its liberties, a ſuburbs ” ta 
| be laſt conſidered, becauſe it will require full in- 
2 veſtigation, and is, In my opinion (regarding it a 
leading to or eſtabliſhing 4 precedent, which may 
in its conſequences deeply affect the royal prero- 
. gative, as well as the military rights, privileges, 2 
character of the citizens of e o the laſt 


importance. 


This queſtion reſolves itſelf into a ſingle, though 
ſerious propoſition, viz :—Canor ought his Majeſ- 
ty Commiſſioners of Lieutenancy to ſurrender, for 
a grven time, the entire command of his ſtation 
ary military force in London to the Chief Magi - 
ſtrate, or to any perſon or perſons whatever, with» 
out his royal permiſſion 


. a it to be the wiſh or We of 

the Chief Magiſtrate, that this Court ſhould, in 

unitation of the ſolitary precedent of 178g (a 

period when this Court had become nearly as obſo- 

lete as the military force which it was inſtituted tag 
govern), reſolve, . that, on the occalion of his I 
N et; $ r to St. Paul's, they will put the - 
$ 0 military ; 


5 tity, and command of the Right Honourable the 
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Lord Mayor. I am of opinion, that this Court 
can neither legally or loyally come to fuch reſo- 
lation, or any other which imports a reſignation 
of their authority; it being not only not warranted 
by, but directly repugnant to, the letter and the 
ſpirit of his Majeſty's commiſſion under which they 
act, to the ſtatutes concerning the London Militia, 2 
a to the known EO of the eee 


. T preſume this hanoweble Court to be 8 
on all occaſions to govern themſelves by principle, 
No man, individually, can apprehend danger from 
the propoſed ſurrender of authority to a gentleman _ 
of the Lord Mayor's known attachment to the 
ſtate, and at a period of univerſal loyalty and 

affection like the . preſent ; but this Court will 
contemplate the uſe which poſſibly may be made 
of ſuch a precedent, under circumſtances bf an 
oppoſite. deſcription ; they will reaſon upon what. 
may happen from what has happened, aud. will 
pardon me for treating the ſubject more ſeriouſly 
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them which ſanctions a deliberate delegation of the 


f 30 Cy 10 


and at args; than otherwiſe I ſhould have thought 
: OI ANY WER, 00 DARE Fig * 
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As to the Erler of either the Commiſſion or the 
Acts of Parliament, there is not a word in any of 


authority of the Commiſſioners. By the Com- 
miſſion, the Commiſſioners can do no legal act 


with leſs than nine members, ons being an Alder- 


man. If they chuſe to lead forth and march with 


their troops as Field Commiſſioners, they may do 


ſo under the Act, ſuch being the language of their 


Commiſũon; but I apprehend that not leſs than 


nine could act even in that capacity; and the 
regiments can receive no orders but from officers 


appointed by the Commiſſioners (whether from 
their own body or not is immaterial), or a quorum 


of themſelves. The Civil Magiſtrate can; un- 
doubtedly, call on the military force of London 
upon any ſudden emergency, as provided in the Act, 
and this very proviſion eſtabliſhes the general 


rule, viz. that unleſs upon ſuch an occaſion he 
has no ſuch authority; he being obliged by the 


Act 8 47) to call a Court in twenty-four hours 
after, 


5. 8 Ph 
after, to which he i is to aſſign his reaſons or calling 
out the Militia, and the Commiſſioners are. then | 
to make further order therein, and either continue 
all or part of their force out, or call it in altoge · 
ther, not at the Chief Magiſtrate s, but at their 
own diſcretion. And this proviſion is conſiſtent 
with. ancient uſage; for I find ſeveral inſtances 
where the Lord Mayor has been empowered by 
this Court to call out the City's force upon any 
ſudden emergency, but requiring him to call a Court 
of Lieutenancy in twenty-four hours after ; and as 
a proof that this authority did not extend beyond 
ſuch emergency, and that it did not extend to ſuch 
an occaſion as the preſent, may be cited an entry 
of this Court, 26th December, 1706, which 
gives to the Lord Mayor this particular power in 
caſes of emergency; and another entry, which 
occurs only ten days after, reſpecting the Queen's 
coming to St. Paul's, in which the Commiſſioners 
themſelves, as uſual, give out all the neceſſary 
orders as to number of men, ſtation, relief, &c. 
&c. And even the reſolution of this Court of 23d 
of October, 1697, (the oaly inſtance of the kind), 
which empowers the Lord Mayor to raiſe the fix 
| regiments 


5 
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tegiments on the occafion of King William coming 
Into the City, follows up that permifton, i in the 
very ſame reſolution, with the orders of this Court, | 
is to the diſpoſition of thoſe regiments when they 
ſhalt be ſo raiſed. I feel mylelf, therefore, war- 
ranted in ſaying, that the letter of the Commiſſion 
and of the Statutes is repugnant to the propoſed 
5 delegation of authority over the London Militia. 
X( « | 

As to the ſpirit, or, in other words, the policy of 
the Commiſſion, the Statutes, and the Conſtitution, 
or Common Law upon this ſubje&, perhaps a 
brief review of the hiſtory of the Militia, and the 
contentions which have taken place reſpecting the 
authority over it, particularly that of London, and 
the calamitous conſequences which have followed 
ſome of thoſe conteſts, will convince this honour- 
able Court, better than any arguments of mine, 
not only of the extreme impropriety of ſurrender- 
ing up to others that authority with which they 
are entruſted, but of the wiſdom of that mixture 
of the Magiſtracy and of private Gentlemen, 
which has been the character of all the Royal 
Commiſſions of Lieutenancy ſince the Reſtoration, 
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and indeed of 'moſt before, 060 ſome even 
| during the Commonwealth; and which principle 
of mixed authority will undoubtedly be done 
away if the Commiſſioners, ſo far from aſſerting 
their authority over the whole military force to be 
brought into the City on the 19th inſtant, ſur- 
render up for a time their command over that 
which the late Act places N and OY | 

ure their direction. 


I have no doubt but 8 out of mind, what- 
ever may have been the local privileges of London, 
and other corporate towns, with reſpect to their 
Militia, (and many undoubtedly London had, 
and many it retains), that ſtill this conſtitutional 
force was univerſally adminiſtered under the 
expreſs authority of the Crown, conveyed by 
charter, letters patent, or Commiſfons, but moſt 
n by the latter. | 


I find, among the proceedings of the Common 
Council, as far back as the 3d of March, 1587, 
about the thirtieth of Elizabeth, that a letter to 
the Lord Mayor is read in that Court, deſiring 

| F ten 
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ten bude able men may be 1908 &c. fix 
thouſand of them to be inrolled under Captains 1 
and Enſigns; that they are to be trained, &c. 
and governed with reſpect thereto, by ſuch orders 
as, ſhall from time to time be given, under tile 
lands of fix Lords of the Privy Council, Upon 
this occaſion the Court of Common Council re- 
queſted that they might have leave to -appoitit - 
ſome ſuch Captains and Officers as ſhall be ap- 
proved by the Lord Mayor and Court of Alder- 
men. 7 


By a report of a Committee of Aldermen to 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, June 
1618 (16th James I.), it appears that they 


recommended that when vacancies happen among 


the Captains of Militia, that the Colonel may 
| haye leave to recommend for the approbation of 
the Lord or and Court of Alder men. 


le alſo appears ws ata punt of 8 held 
the preceding February, they reſolved that a 
Commiſſion of Lieutenancy ſhall be ſued for and 
obtained from the King's Majeſty to the Lord 
| Mayor 
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Mayor and Sheriffs for the time being, and to ſuch 
| nn ahn Majefty ſhall think fit. 


Theſe run not 15 ſnew that the Crown 
then maintained its authority over the Militia of 
London, as well as over that of the reſt of the 
kingdom, but that it entruſted the adminiſtration 
of it at that period very much, and 1 rather 
think (from-a declaration af Charles I. which 1 
ſhall hereafter notice) exc/ufive/y to the Magi - 
ſtracy of London, Why'it has been ſince necel- - 
ſary for the Crown not only to aſſert its abſolute 
and uncontroulable right over the Militia, but ta 
fill up Commiſſions of Lieutenancy according to 
its pleaſure, without confining them to the 
Magiſtracy, but rather chuſing on all occaſions 
to mix. the Magiſtracy with a large portion of its 
own eſpecial nominees, the events of .the ſucceed- 
ing diſaſtrous reign plainly ſhew. One of the 
early ſymptoms of revolt againſt the unhappy - 
Charles, was a claim of Parliament to have the 
direction of the Militia, London at that time 
always numbering from ten to twelve thouſand of 
the moſt expert in the kingdom. Fran 8 
F ' %y firſt 


| 
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fiſt attempt at this avthority big in a con- 


leading orator of that day, complained of the 


want of power in Parliament to regulate the Militia. 
Soon after the Houſe of Commons declared to the 


the Tower of London, and other places of ſtrength 
into ſuch hands as ſhould be recommended by the 
two Houſes. 


RR ference between the Houſes i in 1642; when Pym, a 


King that they had deſired the concurrence of the 
Lords to beſeech his Majeſty to put the Militia, | 


The King demanded 0 them a lift of n 


8 they would recommend as Commiſſioners. 


The Houſes publiſhed an ordinance containing 
that liſt. 


The King replied, that he was willing to 


appoint Comiſſioners of their recommendation, 


unleſs where he ſaw fair objections to them, except 


in the City of London, and. other corporations 
which, by their charters, were inveſted with a power 


of commanding their own Muitia; but that he could 
not ftrip himſelf, for an indefinite time, of that 
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power veſted in him by the laws of God — 
man for the defence of his people. 


The two Houſes then publiſhed an ordinance 
for eſtabliſhing the Militia, under the command of 
perſons to be nominated by Parliament for that 
purpoſe, in counties and corporations. 


When the King delivered his anſwer in writing. 
to the declaration of the Commons, the Earl of 
Pembroke aſked him, Whether the Militia might” 
not be granted, according to the Parliament's | 
deſire, for a time? His Majeſty replied with | 
great warmth, « No, by God, not for an hour!“ 


- The Houſes then voted, that Commiſſions, under 
the Great Seal, to Licutenants of counties, were 
null and illegal ; and that every perſon exerciſing 

the power over the Militia, by virtue of thoſe 
"i Commiſſions, ſhould be deemed a oc pgs of 
my public peace... | 


Soon after, indeed, they paſſed a bill for eſta-. 
bliſbing the Militia in the way the King had 
recommended, | 


1 5% 
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AN recommended, but excluding him from all ſhare 
in the regulation of the he, RO wunheld his: - 


BH conſent. 4 


n ws not long after this that hoſtilities com». 
menced between the King and Parliament; and 
the latter having taken the entire command of 
the Militia, they were actively employed during 
the whole of the rebellion, and fignglized them- 
ſelves on many occaſions in the Parliamentary 


: army, particularly at the battle of Newbury 


(Sept. 1643), where the London Trained Bands: 
are {aid to have oppoſed themſelves like a ram- 
part againſt the efforts of the Royaliſts, and to have 
managed their pikes with ſuch dexterity, that 
Prince Rupert attacked than in vain at the head 
of his choice cavalry. 


At the Treaty 4 Uxbridge, 1644, the Houſes 
propoſed, among other humiliating articles, that 
the King ſhould give up the . of the 
Militia. 


| 1 IS 
The King offered, that the Militia thould be 
put into the hands of twenty Commiſſioners ;\ one 
half to be named by himſelf, the other half by 
the two Houſes, and that the Commiion mat 
. 


This, as n other conteſßohs, was rejec· 
ted by the Houſes as unſatisfactory. 


In 1648, however, this unfortunate Prince 
agreed to ſurrender the whole power over the 
Militia to Parliament. . 


About this time, 164), a new Kind of conteſt 
reſpecting the London Militia ſprung up, which 
has laſted, in a degree, ever ſince; namely, Whe- 
ther the adminiſtration of the authority over 
them ſhould be confided to the Magyfracy, the 


Corporation, or to a 'Commiſſion. In the diſputes 


between the Army and the Houſe at this period, 
the City ſupported the latter, and Parliament 
having put the Militia into Commiſſion, the army 
inſiſted that the ordinance ſhould be revoked, and 
that 
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Parliament was forced to comply; and to re- 1 


voke the ordinance} + They afterwards, however, - _ 
| had the courage to put it again into the hands of 
5 a Commiſſion, and vote that the Committee ſhould 
72 be authorized to rai! e troops for the defence of the 
City, as well as to chuſe a General acceptable to 
Parliament ; and that he ſhould appoint the officers 
with the approbation of the Committee. It appears, | 
indeed, at that period, that the Common Council 
tmemſelves wiſhed the Militia to be in the hands 
of a Committee. The following is the document 1 Y 
allude to: In 1647, the Common Council addreſs 
the Houſe, That they have peruſed an untrue, . 
unadviſed, and dangerous petition, entitled the 
TO. Humble Petition of the Citizens of London, 
*. whoſe names are under written, (ſtating) That 


-  < the Ordinance of the Arms of London hath, 


time out of mind, beef annexed: 70 the Mayor- 
"06 al H of the ſaid City, &c. &c. &c.“ Theß 
then pray the Houſe to believe that neither this 
or any other petition of the kind ever came from 
the petitioners (he Come, Council), nor was 

3 Fa; _ framed, 


- 
: 


* 


2 Commiſſion, which,” though appointed by the 
Commonwealth, was highly favourable to Royalty, 
and inftituted with a view- to the td of 


_ +ayow and diſclaim the ſame as an untrue; unad- 


* 
2” af fs _ 


ot £41 
eb thinned Were of by em, and 
that they do wholly and with deteſtation, dil 


viſed, and dangerous "petition. They proceed to 


requeſt the Patliament to take "wr" 2 ide af 
mamas the „„ 


4 


9 : — , 


46 come now to that period of time when h 
| Midures of the Court of Licutenancy begin; and 
the firſt in our preſent poſſeſſion (though there is 
reaſon to think that ſome much further- back 
© be found in the archives of the Corporation) 


Sin 1659, and that evidently begins with a new 


Charles the Second. It conſiſted of a lift preſented 
to, and approved by Parliament, and did not 


even then conſiſt, as ſome former Commitſions had 
done, of the Magiftracy, but of eleven Aldermen, 
three Deputies, and twenty-one Private GE 


men, ——_— Officers. ror pos ea by 


— 


, . o . f , 
” 0 * | 


rey 18 
+ 11 was under this Commiſſion that many of the 


_ precedents, which have been referred to, took place. 


The Commiſſioners met about the period of the 
Reſtoration daily, ſometimes twice a day, to give 
their military orders, and diſcharged their duty 
with ſo much zeal and alacrity, that although 
nominated under the Commonwealth, they were 
continued by a warrant from his Majeſty (1660, 
| 28th Avguſt) i in their functions; ; and their ſervices | 
are acknowledged in very flattering terms in the 
Act of the thirteenth and fourteenth of Charles the 
Firſt, which excepts the London Militia from 
certain parts of that Act, and, on account of 
their exertions towards the King's reſtoration, 
leaves them to be trained and marſhalled in their 
uſual way by the then Commiſſioners. 


I have ſtated, that when the conteſt reſpecting 
the government of the London Militia ceaſed 
between the King and Parliament, it ſeemed to 
| begin, and has continued in a degree ever ſince 
between the Crown and the Magiſtracy, and ſome- 
times the Corporation of London. 


Upon 


1% 1] 

U pon the introduction of the Act of 1 3th and 
14th Car. II. (which the preſent Commiſſion of 
Lieutenancy was inſtituted to carry into execution), 
entitled, © An Act for ordering the forces of the 
4 ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom,” the Court of 
Aldermen appointed a Committee of that Court to 
peruſe the draft of the intended Act, and they were 
directed to conſider how proviſion might be therein 
made for ſaving the rights and privileges of the 
City, and to prevent the Militia of the City being 
ſubjected to any other command than that of Com- 
miſlioners of themſelves, to be appointed by his 
Majeſty and his ſucceſſors, with power to raiſe 
and levy money, &c. &c. What was the conduct 
of the Crown upon the occaſion? Juſt what I 
| ſhall ſhew it to have been up to the preſent time. 
This Act (which undoubtedly was introduced under 
ſtrong impreſſions of all the recent calamities 
which had ariſen from the various conteſts reſpe&- 
ing the Militia, and from its having been wreſted 
from the royal command), begins its preamble 
(which in the legal interpretation of Ads of Par- 
liament is always regarded as declaratory of the 
policy or principle of the Act, of which the ſub- 
NS G 2 ſequent 


A @ + 


* Gwent enactments are but the det with a oſt 
ſolemn recognition of the King's right, in the 
- following terms: Foraſmuch as within all his 
4 Majeſty's realms and dominions the ſole and 
ſupreme power, government, command, and 
« diſpoſition of the Militia, and of all forces by 
-« ſea and by land, and of all forts and places of 
* ſtrength- is, and by the lars of England ever 
"« dag, the undoubted right of his Majeſty, and 
*« his royal predeceſſors, Kings and Queens of 
0 England, and that both or either of the Houſes 
« of Parliament cannot, nor ought, to pritend to 
"the _ &c. Kc. 


If neither or both Houſes of Parliament can 
legally aſſume authority over the Militia, it is 
not, perhaps, too much to ſay, that neither can 
the Chief Magiſtrate, ſuch at leaſt was evidently 
the ſentiments of the Government and the Legiſ- 
lature at that period, as well as ſince; for the Act 

does not give to the Aldermen, or a Commiſſion of 
| themſelves, the power of raifing money for the 
expences of the Militia, but it gives it to thoſe _ 
whom the King ſhall commiſſionate or appoint ' 
to 


RI © + 
to be bis Lieutenants. Neither does the At 
: impoſe a ſhadow. of a reſtraint, on the King, as to 
whom he ſhall. appoint, as prayed by the Alder- 
men; but on the contrary, the then exiſing Com- 
miſſion . continued, for aught that appears to the 
contrary, for ſome years longer, and the next 
Commiſſion that was ifſued was directed as before, 


to ow of the Alvear and to a much 9 " 


| Whether any ene Pa e 
the rule of the London Militia took place between 
that period and the latter end of George the 
Second, J am not poſſeſſed at this moment of 
documents to inform me; be that as it may, as 
far as. 1 can learn, every ſucceeding Commiſſion 


has been directed to a part, and ſometimes all the 1 8 


Magiſtrates, with a much N proportion of 
private Gentlemen. 


About the latter end of the year 1755, it ſeems 
that a conſiderable number of the Common 
Council felt the neceſſity and the honour of a well- 
trained National Militia, and on the 2gth_ of 

RN November 


% 


1 moved, dr W Court, 
That this Court apply to Parliament for a more 

« effectual National Militia.” There were for 
the queſtion, nine Aldermen, fifty-fix Commoners | 
—againſt it, eight Aldermen, ſeventy-eight Com- 


moners; the e was therefore _—_ 


8 In 1757, the zoth Geo. n. a Bill was intro- 
duced, and paſſed, entitled, An Act for the 
1 better ordering the Militia Forces in the ſeveral 
Counties in that part of Great Britain called 
* England: that Act, like the preceding and ſub- 
ſequent Acts, excepted the Military Force of 
the City of London from its operation. This 
exception, however, {o far from being acceptable to 
a greut part of the Corporation of that day, ſeems 
rather to have been felt as an indignity. They, 
with great ſpirit and patriotiſm, deſired not to be 
excepted; but they coupled their offers (as will 
be ſeen by ſome following reſolutions), with ſuch 
terms reſpecting the Commiſſion of Lieutenancy, as 
ſeem to have induced the fejection of their pro- 
poſals. 


4) 


« ſentatives in Parliament be deſired to get the 
te clauſe of exemption left out of the Militia Bill 
n depending in the Honourable the Houſe of 


Commons, and eudeavour to get aclauſe or clauſes 
* in the ſaid Bill for our being taken into the gene- 


tc ral eſtimate, under ſuch circumſtances as may beſt 
« preſerve our preſent cuſtoms, rights, and privileges, 


and to endeavour that the number do not exceed 
* two batallions.“ The previous queſtion being 


put, that the main queſlion be now put, the ſame 
paſſed in the negative. | 


The Act therefore "aſſed, and nn Los 
Militia were, as uſual, left out. 


What thoſe cuſtoms, rights, and privileges 
were which were thus alluded to, or at leaſt that 
among them was included, that of the Commiſſion 
being in the hands of the Magiſtracy or the Cor- 
_ poration, will appear from what followed within 
two or three years after. 


At 


April 2, 1757, 4 motion was made in the 
Court of Common Council, That our tepre- 


— ——— - — — = \ = 


— 
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"vaſe the eto et * his Net 7 . to the 
chtone, the landable defire on the part of the Cor- 
poration to reform the Militia of London became f 
general; and, at 4 Court of Common Council, 


held the 3d Dec. 1760, that Court appointed a 
Committee (the leading member of which was 
the late Alderman Beckford), to take into con- 
<bfigeration,andiriquire into the ſtateand condition 
ol the Militia of the City of London, and to 
4 « rm their | Ho e- 

At a following Court, held the 26th Der 1766, 


that Committee reported. Theit report was com- 
priſed in two reſolutions of the Committee; the 
fubſtance of which was, rs: . 


kun That the Militia of London 
has become uſeleſs and burthen- 
cc ſome.” 


Sas cop Y That, in order to enable 
ce the Common Council to purſue 

« proper methods for rendering the 

« Militia ſerviceable, a Petition be 

By preſented 


* 0 * . to his Majeſty ot A 
5 Commiſſion of Lieutenancy to e 
e Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 


1 5 mons of the ſaid City, in Common 


Be 1 afembled, for the time being.” | 


The 8 Ss much debate, was adopted, 


8 the ſame Committee was ordered to prepare 


the Petition. 


preſented from that Committee a draft of the pro- 
poſed petition: it was agreed to, with a few alte- 

rations ; and, conſidering that it was drawn up at a 
time when the prerogatives of the Crown cer- 
tainly were not in very high favour, the ſubſtance 
of it is worthy of being noted by this Court. 


It expreſſes concern at the uſeleſs and burthen- 
ſome ſtate of the Militia of London. | 


That it in, and ougit to be an inherent power in 


; the King to iflue his Commiſſion of En » 
to ſuch penn as 45 * think vx 


. Gy 3 


on the ith Feb. 5 55 Alderman Beckford 


That * * 
- 
4 * 


*! 


Second, the military 


1 50 2 
That the pet etitioners are — 2 the We; 
uſe of a * Mints. 7 . | 


if 


That they are rey to contribute their un 
towards 3 the ame. 


. King Charles the 
r of the City of London 
was entruſted and committed 10 the Coryeveton g? 
and that the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council, for the time being, raiſed the men, 
cauſed the Militia to be arrayed, armed, and diſ- 


1 That, until the: re 


ciplined, and made aſſeſſments on the inhabitants 


to defray the neceſſary expences on fuch occa- 
lions. | 0 


And it concludes thus ;— 


„That your Petitioners apprehend that your 


« Majeſty's loyal City of London might be delivered 
„ from the prefent unſervictable ſtate of the Militia, 


ce and the military power thereof may be put on a 
more reſpectable and uſeful eſtabliſhment, if 


6 Four Majeſty's Commiſſion of Lieutenancy for the' 
; Rog aid | 


1 21 1 


66 aid City was granted to.the Lord Mayor, Aller- 
700 men, n. * and their 1 5 ft 


3 «« They pray accordiog}y.” 4 

| [| . 

Was the prayer granted? on the contrary, the 
Royal Commiſſion, which preceded the preſęnt, 
was iſſued a few months after, directed, I think, to 
fifty-five Knights (moſt likely including the Alder- - 
men), and about one hundred and TOY pe 
gentlemen | 50 with 


A general Militia AR, upon which what is 
called the County Act of the 26th Geo. III. is 
founded, iſſued two years after; and again the 
London Militia was left out of its operation Dn" 


Laſtly, the preſent Commiſſion of Lieutenancy 


muſt at leaſt be ſuppoſed to ſhew the ſenſe and 


pleaſure of the Royal Perſon who granted it ; ; . 


which, although the Magiſtracy i is therein inclu- 
ded, is beſides directed to about two. hundred 


7 private gentlemen. 


n 2 3 With © 


"up 2 1 1 \ 

a with ſuch a body of evidence before me, as to 
3 the ſpirit or policy of tlie preſent Commiſſion, the 
Statutes, and the Conſtitution, reſpecting the 
government of the Militia, with precedents to 
ſupport my conſtruction throughout a period of | 
near one hundred and forty years; oppoſed but by 
one folitary. inſtance. in 1789, when it does not 
- appear that the Court was duly ſummoned ; with 
the melancholy hiſtory of one long ang fatal ſtrug- 
ole between Parliament and the Crown for autho- 
rity over the Militia; ; with the ſubſequent hiſtory 
of a more peaceful, but certainly an earneſt ſtrug- 
gle between the Magiſtracy and the Crown for the 

adminiſtration of that authority; with Legiſlative | 
Acts and Royal Commiſſions before me, evidently 
made under the full impreſſion of theſe events; with- 


cut a ſingle word in any Act or Commiſſion authori- 


zing or countenancingadelegation of authority, but, 
on the contrary, requiring nine Commiſſioners to per- 
form any one Act Il do not heſitate to offer it as 
my decided opinion, that this Court cannot legally, 
or conſiſtent with their duty, to the King, or | 
| their obligation to the Citizens of London, with 
3 „„ 
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whoſe kitbue and military character they a are en- 2 
truſted; deliver up the London Militia to the cars | 


and command of other than their appointed offi- 


cers—that they can make no intermediate dele- 
gation between thoſe officers and themſelves 
and that they cannot therefore deliberately ſurren- 


der their power and command over the London 5 4 | 
Militia to the Chief Magiſtrate, or to any perſon 


whatever, without the King's permiſſion; but 
that, on the contrary, as the King's Licutenants, | 

they are bound to retain and preſerve their autho» 

mt over that force which his nn 5525 | 

: ee to their care, 


I own the 0 to be purſued by the Chief 
Magiſtrate would have appeared to me to be ex 
tremely obvious, even if it had not been marked 
out by ancient uſage. Should his Lordſhip be 
pleaſed to require or accept of the ſervice of tho 
reſident regiment of London Militia, ' it would 


undoubtedly become the duty of the Court of - _ 


Lieutepancy to give orders, as they have hitherto 
done, « for the ſafety of the Royal Perſon, and the 
 * ſecurity of the peace,” In that caſe, this Court 


= 


\\ 


k "+ ( 
| k i 


Er 


f 5 ee o courſe conſult with the Lord: Mayor a8 


to the propriety of the different military ſtations, | 
the periods of their relief, and other points con- 
| nected with the ſervice in queſtion; but I know 
of no authority whatever which-can' Juſtify. the 
| Chief Magiſtrate, or any other Civil Officer, in 
Celſes like the preſent, neither ſudden vr emergent, 
ſtepping in between the Lord Lieutenant and his 
"officers, and giving his orders to the latter, without 
- conſultation - or co-operation with the former, 
although the regiment ſhould be ſtationed, like 
' that of London, within the Lord Lieutenant's 
own county, and daily mounting different guards, 
and otherwiſe acting under his immediate direc- | 
tions ; or, as in tlie preſent caſe, although the 
Court of Lieutenancy ſhould be almoſt daily fitting, 
and capable at any time of being convened 
in twenty- four hours, reſpecting the ſervice in 
queſtion. I preſume it is not meant to ſet up a 
difference between the Commiſſion being veſted in 
2 ſingle perſon, or in a greater number; I can only 
fay, that, after a diligent ſearch, I have found no 
difference either in the duties of the Lieutenancy 
under thoſe different circumſtances, or in the form 
of the orders which have been iſſued by the Crown 
f 1 
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to, that t ee, office upon Various. import. 


jp b 
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As to the exciling forces propoſed to be called 


in on the igth inſt. the queſtion muſt, as I be- 


fore obſerved, depend upon ancient and uniſorãem 
cuſtom. I know of no other authority on this 
part of the ſubject; therefore (although the Court 


may not perhaps think it expedient to preſs cheir | 


opinion reſpecting them further upon the Chief 
Magiſtrate, whoſe office they have ever treated 
with the higheſt reſpect), I preſume they will feel 


themſelves bound, in duty to the King, to lay be- 


fore his. Majeſty the circumſtances of the caſe, in 


order to receive his commands as to their future 


? 
conduct. 892 


Jam aware that 1 have been led rather into * 


treatiſe than an opinion upon the ſubjects referred 


to ma. I hope the Court will accept as an apo- 
logy, my deſire to comply with what I conceived 
to be their wiſh, and my ſincere conviction, that 
this queſtion, namely, Whether the power of 


calling out the London Militia, in caſes not ſudden 
2 1 iro ak | | or Ts 
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be tall in fature be os then 
Lord Mayor, or in a Commiſſion, which includes 
the whole body of the Magiſtracy ? is of quite 


5 as much importance to the rights and privileges of | 


the Citizens of London, as it is to the prerogatives 
of the Crown ; both, or either, of, which will be 
in great danger of violation according to the tem- 
per of the times, and the e SIS of 
Os nan 5 eee 


a - : . 


RANDLE JACKSON. 


= Tzurrx, Dec. 13, 1797. 


After the reading of the foregoing KARE * 
opinion, a motion was made, and ſeconded, that 
this Court do agree with the Committee in their 
laid report ; and, upon the queſtion being put, 
the ſame paſſed in the On" 


1 


- E 2 
t 67 1 
— 1 


return to this city, for the purpoſe of mounting 


| guard on the 19th inſt. which, upon the queſtion 


being put, allo paſſed in the affirmatirfe. 
28 Tin * F 2 n * * 
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RESOLV 15, 


A niotion-was/then Wade and code, hath 

is expedient for this Court to requeſt his Rope! 
f Highneſs Field-Marſhall the Duke of Vork, to 
order the Weſt Regiment of London Militia to 


That the Right Honourable the Lord 


Mayor, as the head of this Court, be requeſted 
to make ſuch requiſition Wr to his Wen 
mm D 


ORDERED, W. n 


Tbat a ſpecial Court of — be 


ſummoned to meet on Friday next, the 13th 
inſtant, at eleven o'clock; to takè inte further | 


conſideration the meaſures to be purſued by this 


Court on his ee $ coming to 17 Paul's. 


: 


| Hua the 15th day of Hanks; I 77. 
The Clerk laid before the Court a letter he had 


received from the Right Hane the Lord: 
x -\ "+7? * > HO 


TA b Ht 
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1 1 . 


3 5 Mayor, inclokng a copy of a letter received by bis” 


* 


. Lardſhip from his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
York, . were n read as . . 


« „Sin, ps, 5 « Menfon Houſe, Dee 14. 1797. oh 


| $ « Before I received your letter. A yeſterday's a 
* date, I felt it my duty, as Lord Mayor of the 
1 City of London, to apply to his Royal High- 5 


| 7 be neſs the Duke of York, to have the regiment 
of London Militia, at Greenwich, marched into 


London, on Tueſday, the 19th inſtant, for the 


un of that day, on their Majeſties, the 
60 Royal Family, and-both Houſes of Parliament 


* coming to St. Paul's, and I now ado a copy 
- « of his Royal Highneſs s anſwer, dated the gth 
 « inſtant, for the information of the Commiſſioners 
« of his Majeſty” $ Lieutenancy of this City ; and 
« it is ny intention to order the other regiment of 
London Militia out 1 that day, « on the. ſame 
8 duty. 


| In I am, Sir, | | 

| 4 Your very bumble ſervant, 
GT ka: „ Auoznson, Mayor.“ 
Edward ces Smith, Ar 4 | 


3 Is OY [ 0 451 1 A 
well ag i bu, vn Dae, 157. 


? Fo 


2 . . 
OY 92 have tai the es i 
« ' Lonſhip's letter thisday, and ſhall not fall to 
«doive directions for the march of the regiment of _ 
« London Militia, at Greenwich, to London, on 
« Tueſday, the 19th inflantFfor that day, and 
4 to be placed under your Lordſhip's command. 


cc Tam, my Lord, £ 
N. * Your's ; | * 
(Signed) e — F. M.“ 


The, Right with 
the Lord Mayor, Sc. Sc. 


A motion was then made and ſeconded, that the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor be requeſted to 
give ſuch direQions as he thinks moſt adviſable for 
the management and arrangement of the n 
force to be employed i in this City, on Tueſday, 


the - 19th inſtant, whereupon: an amendment was . * 

moved and ſeconded; that the words ** military ,, 

| ; {gs force 
8 


force” in the 1 ng motion be expunged, and | 


| 

* Ek. 443 4a 
B20 the words © Eaſt Regiment of London Militia” - 
5 be ſubſtituted in their ſtead ; and the queſtion | 9 


| 3 | being put on the amended motion, the fame was 


A 


5 cod the main Aer was then put, ad 
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